WHO news Sep 2014

Statement regarding interim findings of WHO assessment of deaths of children in Idleb

Governorate, Syria

Statement 27 September 2014
A WHO assessment of the cause of the death of 15 children in rural Idleb, northern Syria has
conc luded that the most |ikely cause of the event was the incorrect use of adrug cal led Atracur ium

as a diluent for Measles/Rubella vaccine
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Wor ld Heart Day 2014: salt reduction saves lives

Note for the media 25 September 2014 | GENEVA

-On World Heart Day, held 29 September, WHO is calling on countries to take action on the
overuse of salt by implementing WHOQO’s sodium reduction recommendations to cut the number

of people experiencing heart disease and stroke, and, in turn, save lives.
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Study warns swift action needed to curb exponential climb in Ebola outbreak

News release 22 September 2014 —

Unless Ebola control measures inwest Africa are enhanced quickly, experts from the WHO and Imperial
Col lege, London, predict numbers will continue to climb exponentially, and more than 20 000 people
will have been infected by ear |y November, according to a new article in the New England Journal
of Medicine released 6 months after WHO was first notified of the outbreak in west Africa.
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WHO statement on the second meeting of the International Health Regulations Emergency Committee

regarding the 2014 Ebola outbreak in west Africa

WHO statement 22 September 2014

The second meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director—General under the IHR
2005 regarding the 2014 Ebola virus disease (EVD, or “Ebola” ) outbreak in west Africa was
conducted with members and advisors of the Emergency Committee through electronic correspondence
from 16 September 2014 through 21 September 2014'.

The following IHR States Parties provided an update on and assessment of the Ebola outbreak
including progress towards implementation of the Emergency Committee’ s Temporary

Recommendations?: Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, and Senegal.

The Committee, whilst recognising and appreciating the efforts made by affected states, identified
a number of areas where more action and attention is urgently needed. In particular, the Committee

noted:
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WHO welcomes Chinese contribution of mobile laboratory and health experts for Ebola response in

west Africa

Statement 16 September 2014

WHO welcomes the commitment from the Government of the People’ s Republic of China to dispatch
a mobile laboratory team to Sierra Leone to enhance the laboratory testing capacity for Ebola

virus disease (EVD) in the country.
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WHO welcomes the extensive Ebola support from the United States of America

Statement 16 September 2014
WHO welcomes the contribution from the Government of the United States of America to

significantly build upon their previous Ebola response in west Africa.
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Remarks at a press conference: Cuban government announces substantial support to WHO Ebola

response

Statement by WHO Director—General, Dr Margaret Chan 12 September 2014
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WHO welcomes decision to establish United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response

News release 19 September 2014

The United Nations (UN) General Assembly and the Security Council have approved resolutions
creating the United Nations Mission for Ebola Emergency Response (UNMEER) to contain the ongoing
outbreak which has sickened more than 5, 500 people and killed over 2,500.
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New data show child mortality rates falling faster than ever

WHO, UNICEF, Wor|d Bank Group, UN-DESA Population Division joint news release 16 September 2014|NEW YORK

New data released today by the United Nations show that under—five mortality rates have dropped
by 49% between 1990 and 2013. The average annual reduction has accelerated - in some countries
it has even tripled - but overall progress is still short of meeting the global target of a

two-thirds decrease in under—five mortality by 2015.
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Statement on the WHO Consultation on potential Ebola therapies and vaccines

Statement 5 September 2014

After 2 days of discussion on potential Ebola therapies and vaccines, the participants of the
Consultation identified several therapeutic and vaccine interventions that should be the focus

of priority clinical evaluation at this time.
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WHO calls for coordinated action to reduce suicides worldwide

News release 4 SEPTEMBER 2014 | GENEVA

More than 800 000 people die by suicide every year - around one person every 40 seconds, according
to WHO' s first global report on suicide prevention, published today. Some 75% of suicides occur

in low— and middle-income countries

Pesticide poisoning, hanging and firearms are among the most common methods of suicide globally
Evidence from Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, the United States and a number of European
countries reveals that |imiting access to these means can help prevent people dying by suicide
Another key to reducing deaths by suicide is a commitment by national governments to the

establishment and implementation of a coordinated plan of action. Currently, only 28 countries

are known to have national suicide prevention strategies
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UN senior leaders outline needs for global Ebola response

News release 03 SEPTEMBER 2014 | WASHINGTON
The United Nations’ senior leadership on Ebola today said they could stop the Ebola outbreak

in west Africa in 6 to 9 months, but only if a “massive” global response is implemented.
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